
“With all your body, all your heart and all 
your mind, listen to the Revolution”

- Alexander Blok 1918



1918 Russia

• All of Russia was in complete dissarray
• WWI ending, Communist Revolution, 

foreign invasion, civil unrest
• Had to solidify control, establish order



The Revolution

• Starting from scratch
• Wanted a new way of doing everything

– Politics
– Art, design, theater, film



Principles

• Marxism
– “From each according to his ability, to each according 

to his needs.”
• Leninism

– The proletariat can only achieve consciousness through 
the party (and revolution)

• Democratic Centralism (Lenin)
– “Freedom of discussion and criticism- Unity of action”

• Constructivism
– “Language and rhetoric are used to construct reality”

(Wikipedia)



What would this be used 
for?
• Communication

– Debate (deciding policy within the party)
– Ideology/ Education
– Their hold on power was fragile and 

communication was crucial
• Work/ Task delegation

– Organization for rebuilding
• Spreading and propagating the system

– Communism is an international system





Interface principles

• The system only works when everyone 
works together
– Distributed, open, teamwork
– Owned by the people (who work on it and 

use it)
• Networked
• Is designed to spread itself







The Metaphor

• Network vs. Physicality
– Communication - telegraph/radio
– File transfer (collaboration) - train










